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James iv. 14, 15. 


Whereas ye know not what Hall be on the mor- 
row. For what is your life? It is even a 
vapour that appeareth for a little time, and 
then vaniſbeth away. For that ye ought 10 

* fay, If the Lord will, we ſhall live, and do this 
or that. 


IN all ages, men have been apt to preſume 
on a long continuance in the preſent world, 
and to Jay out ſchemes of future buſineſs and 


_ amuſement, without acknowledging their de- 


pendence upon God, the Sovereign Arbiter of 
life and of death. It was the language of 
thoſe to whom the text was addreſſed, To-day, or 
to-morrow, we will go into ſuch a city, and continue 
there a year, and buy and ſell, and get gain. The 
folly of which peremptory determination the 
Apoſtle repreſents in the words which I have 


read, 


E 


read. IWWhereas ye know not what ſhall be on the” 


morrow : Not to ſpeak of what may happen 
within the compaſs of a year, before the arrival 
of another day, ye may be ſummoned into the 
world of ſpirits, and all your temporal deſigns 
blaited for ever: For what is your life? I is even 
a vapour that appeareth for a little time, and then 
vonifhetb away. Ye ought not, therefore, to ſay 


what your determinations are; but Tf the Lord 


wil, we Hall live, and do this, or that. 


This paſſage holds up to our view, — Firſt, 
the ſhortneſs of human life; Secondly,' the 
uncertainty of it; — And Thirdly, its entire 
dependence on the providence of God. And 
theſe are topics which are always intereſting 
to mortal men. But I now call your attention to 
them, at the requeſt of ſome worthy and re- 
ſpetable friends, on occaſion of the much- 
lamented death of a valuable member of this 


Chriſtian Society, Mr. Wilſon, of Gray's-Inn, 


who left this world in the afternoon of the laſt 


Lord's day: On the preceding he was a fellow- 


worſhipper with us here: Now I truſt he is 

a fellow-worſhipper with the general aſſembly 

and church of the firſt-born in heaven, —Per- 
31: me, on this occaſion, 


Fiiſt, 


FEW 

Firſt, to remind you of the ſhortneſs of human 
life. The life of man in the antediluyian age 
was protracted much beyond its preſent period. 
But, for wiſe reaſons, the author of our nature 
ſaw fit, after the flood, to ſhorten the time of 
our exiſtence in the preſent ſtate, After that 
memorable event, it gradually diminiſhed till it 
was reduced to about threeſcore years and ten, 
The days of our years, ſays the Pſalmiſt, are three- 
ſcore years and ten; and if by reaſon of ſtrengih 
they be fourſcore years, yet is their ftrength labour 
and ſorrow : for it is ſoon cut off, and we flee awry. 
And this repreſentation equally applies to the lite 
of man in our day; for notwithſtanding there 
be a few individuals who go beyond this period, 
as doubtleſs there were in the days of the 
Pſalmiſt; yet it is a period which is not ex- 
ceeded, or even reached, by the generality of 
mankind, And how ſhort are threeſcore 
years and ten, or fourſcore years! Although 
they appear of a long duration, if the eye be 
directed forward; yet, upon a retroſpective 
view, they will appear ſhort and inconſiderable: 
They will ſeem to have paſſed away as a tale that 
is told, When the patriarch Jacob had attained 
to the age of an hundred and thirty years, he 
faid, Few and evil have the days of the years of my 
life been. Thou haſt, ſays the Pſalmiſt, made my 
ES, | EY days 


1 
days as an Band- breadih; and mine age is as nothing 
before thee. | 


The facred ſcriptures give frequent and ſtri- 
king repreſentations of the ſhortneſs of the life 
of man. They repreſent us, as dwelling in houſes 

of clay, which have their foundation in the duſt, 

And houſes formed of ſuch periſhing materials, 
and built on fo unſtable a foundation, cannot 
be of long continuance, If they were not ex- 

poſed to external injuries, they mult of them- 

felves ſoon totter and decay. But human life 

is compared to things 4% permanent than houſes 

* _ built of clay, and founded in the duſt. It is 
compared to a tender flower; to a fading leaf; 

and to a fleeting ſhadow : It is repreſented as 

fiying away as a dream, and chaſed away as a viſion. 

of the night. And in our text, it is ſtiled a va- 

pour that appeareth for a little lime, and then 
paniſheth away: It is a vapour which hath 
nothing ſubſtantial and abiding in it ; -which 
cannot be held and ſecured ; which eludes the 

graſp, and is ſoon diſſipated by the aſcending 


fun. 


But the preſent life of man, at its longeſt 
date, will appear. ſhort indeed, if we compare it 
with the Eternity that lies before us. Our ex- 
iſtence does not terminate with the preſent life. 


We 


(JF 
We are intended for a future ſtate of being. 
This reaſon ſuggeſts, and revelation confirms. 


The goſpel hath brought life and immortality 
to light. It hath given us the ſtrongeſt aſ- 


ſurances that we ſhall live for ever; and that 


we ſhall live for, ever in our entire nature. 
Our bodies will finally triumph over death and 
the grave, be re-united to our ſouls, and con- 
tinue with them in everlaſting union. Since by 
man came. death, by man came alſo the reſurreftion 
from the dead: for as in Adam all die, even jo 
in Chriſt ſpall all be made alive. If we compare 
the extent of our preſent exiſtence with the 
<obole of our duration, it may be truly ſaid, to be 
a vapour that appeareth for a little twme, and 
then vaniſheth away, A moment bears an 
infinitely greater proportion to millions of ages, 
than the preſent life of man to the . of 
eternity. But. 
Secondly, as life is ſhort, ſo it is uncertain. We 
know not what Hall be on the morrow. It is un- 
certain how far we ſhall advance in that period 
of life to which men may arrive. No one in its 
earlieſt ſtages is ſure of life. The young, as 
well as the old; the ſtrong, as well as the weak, 
are daily expoſed to the aſſaults of death. Many 
die in their full firength, being wholly at eaſe and 
quiet, their breaſts full of milk, and their bones 
8 moiſtened 
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moiſtened with marrow, The number of ibeir 


months is cut off in the midſt, Although we are 
now 1n life, and ſome of us perhaps in high 
health and vigour, and full of ideas of enjoying 
many ſucceeding years; yet we know not what 
Hall be on the morrow. Before the return of the 
morning, we may have ſlept the fleep of death: 
our eyes may be cloſed for ever on this ſub- 
Junary ſcene : The immortal inhabitant may 
be diſlodged, and our bodies, like a forſaken 
cottage, crumbling into duſt. How often have 
we ſeen thoſe who were in the prime of life, and 
anticipating a long enjoyment of temporal feli- 
city, ſeized on a ſudden, and hurried into the 
dark and ſilent lodgment of the grave! In that 
very day, in which the world was ſmiling upon 
them, and giving them liberal promiſes of long- 
continued and encreaſing favour, in that very 
day their thoughts periſhed. The thread of life is 
a ſlender thread, and by unexpected, and ſeem- 
ingly inconſiderable, accidents is ſoon and eaſily 
broken. And how numerous are the accidents 
to which we are daily expoſed! No one in any 
ſtation is exempt from danger. The ſhafts of 
death fly thick around us. The food we eat, 
and the air we breathe, which are neceſſary to 
our preſent exiſtence, are often rendered the 
inſtruments of our diflolution: | 


And 


cn) 


And beſides the numerous accidental dangers, 
of 4 may ſo term them, with which we are ſur- 
rounded, what a train of diſeaſes are continually 
armed againſt the life of man, and waiting their 
commiſſion to deſtroy! Not to ſpeak of the 
raging peſtilence, by which nations are ſpeedily 
depopulated ; the waſting conſumption, and the 
burning fever, and other diſeaſes to which the 
human frame 1s liable, are miniſters of death 


which daily deſtroy their thouſands. Accidents 


and diſeaſes, however, of every kind, are ſub- 
ject to the divine controul, and act under its 


direction: For 


Thirdly, God is the ſovereign diſpoſer of hu- 
man life. We are entirely dependent upon his 


providence, It is, If the Lord will, that we DAY 
live and do this or that. 


Though our lives are uncertain to us, they 
are not ſo to God. Times are not hidden from the 
Almighty. He knows how long we ſhall conti- 
nue in life, where we ſhall take up our reſidence, 
and every thing that concerns us while we are in 
it. He knows the exact time and manner of 
our deaths, and the variety of circumſtances at- 
tending them, The days of man are determined, 
the number of his months are with the Lord; be 


bath _— bis bounds that he cannot paſs. God 
B ? 5 challenges 


( 


challenges to himſelf the power of life and of 
death. I Kill, ſays he, and I make alive, 1 


wound, and J heal: neither is there any that can 
deliver out of my hand. He bringeth down to the 


grave, and he bringeth up. Unto the Lord belong 


the iſſues from death, All creatures are depen- 
dent upon him that created them. The ſame 
Almighty hand that made us, muft fupport us. 
In God we live, and move, and have our being. Life 


is like every other talent with which we are en- 


truſted. We are not the abſolute proprietors of 
it. God is its rightful owner. And as he hath 
committed it unto us, ſo he may reſume it at his 


wall. 


In the diſpenſations of divine providence, the 
ways of God, it is true, are often unſearchable by 
us. His thoughts are not like our thoughts, nor 
his ways like our ways. In our apprehenſion, the 
aged and the infirm, who are a burden to them- 
ſelves, and uſeleſs to thofe around them, and 


whoſe condition calls aloud for the refuge of the 


grave, ſhould be made free among the dead ; 
while death ſhould not be permitted to approach 
the robuft and the young, the uſeful and the hap- 
Py. But divine wiſdom often determines the re- 
verſe of this; and divine wiſdom cannot err. 


If youth and a healthy conftitution ; ; if ſelf 


* and the profpect of a uſeful life, had 
been 


Cf F 
been any ſecurity from the inroads of death; or 
if the earneſt wiſhes of thoſe who had the plea- 
ſure of his 'acquaintance, and the knowledge of 
his character, could have prevented the re- 
moval of the deceaſed (whoſe death hath occafi- 
oned our preſent reflections) he would now have 
been with us in the land of the living. 


Mr. Wilſon was a man of integrity, and of 
ſobriety of manners. The opportunity and 
means of pleaſurable enjoyment, ariſing from 
his ſtation and circumſtances, were unable to 
ſeduce him into the follies and vanities of a 
diſſipated age. His mind was ſuperior to thoſe 
blandiſhments of pleaſure, which are fo gene- 
rally attractive in the eyes of the young, and 
by which multitudes of them have been ſeduced 
and undone. He ſaw through their diſguiſe : 
He ſaw the fatal and ruinous deſigns which they 
attempted to conceal. He faw the poiſonous 
mixture in the alluring cup. He faw a lurking 
enemy under the aſſumed aſpect of a friend. 


But his being reſpectable for his morals was 
not his higheſt commendation In this age of 
infidelity and ſcepticiſm he was not aſhamed of 
religion. His thoughts were directed to a future 
world; and his principal obje& was to be pre- 
| pared for it. He prized the goſpel of Chriſt 


a8 
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as an ineftimable bleſſing; as mercifully provid- 
ing for the wants of finful men; and as admira- 
bly adapted for training up immortal ſouls for 
the enjoyments of heaven. | | 


Having occaſionally attended on religious wor- 
ſhip in this place, he expreſſed his wiſhes to con- 
nect himſelf with this chriſtian ſociety, and to 
join with us in communion, In the converſati- 
on which I had with him on that occaſion, he 
diſcovered worthy principles, and a ſerious mind. 
He appeared to me to poſleſs juſt ideas of the 
goſpel-plan of ſalvation, and to feel their influ- 
ence. Religion, I perceived; had been the ſub- 
ject of his attentive thoughts. He did not think 
morality available, without religion, nor did he 
think religion conſiſted of a ſpeculative belief of 
any of the doctrines, however important in 
themſelves, which chriſtianity reveals. He had 
a reliſh for that mode of preaching, which ap- 
plies the doctrines of chriſtianity to practice, 
which, in my apprehenſion, was the mode adopt- 
ed by Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and is the 
only mode that hath a tendency to promote the 
beſt and everlaſting intereſts of mankind. 


After he had joined with us in communion, 
he was a conſtant gueſt at the table of the Lord. 
He was too ſtrongly impreſſed with the dying 

| 7 love 
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love of the Lord Jeſus, to ſlight the opportuni- 
ties which were afforded him of a devout and 
grateful commemoration of it. Nor was he in- 
different to the ordinary ſeaſons of religious 
worſhip. He would not permit trifling occur- 

rences, or the avocations of the world; to pre- 
vent his attending on the offices of ſocial devo- 
tion. He was not inſenſible of his duty, as 
connected with a worſhipping ſociety. His 
place amongſt us was conſtantly oecupied. He 
loved the habitation f God's bouſe, and the place 
where his honour deoelletb. And his deportment 

in it was grave, attentive, and exemplary, be- 
eviningulli ſolemnity of the ſervices in which he 
was engaged. His exemplary deportment in 
the houſe of God did not eſcape the notice of 
ſome in this aſſembly. I have heard 1 it mention- 
ed to his commendation and praiſe. And the 
arguments which were treated of here, he not 
only attended to while they were delivering, but 
they afterwards engaged his meditations; and 
were ſometimes, as Lam informed, the ſubjects 
of his converſation among his intimate friends. 
He did not attend on the preaching of the word 
in compliance with cuſtom, or for the amuſe- 
ment of an hour; but to be inſtructed and im- 
proved in that which, beyond every thing be- 
fides, is moſt important and intereſting. 4 
man of his excellent prinziples and Shakes 


0 would 
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would have been an ornament to any chriſtian 
ſociety. I ſhould rejoice if many ſuch were 
added unto ours. To addreſs a ſociety of ſuch 


hearers is indeed animating and delightful. 


It may reaſonably be preſumed, that the end of 
one of ſo excellent a character was ſerenity and 
peace It was ſo. His ſun ſet without a cloud. 
When Twas mentioned to him by an acquain- 
tance, who was apprehenſive of his danger (of 
which he himſelf too was apprehenſive) that it 
would be right for him to ſettle his worldly af- 
fairs, if they were not already ſettled ; he repli- 
ed, © My worldly affairs I have ſettled; and as 


to futurity, I have not a doubt.” —May I die 


the death of the righteous, and may my latter 
end be like his! 

It is no wonder that the removal of ſo excel- 
lent a man from the land of the living ſhould 
be lamented by ſurviving friends, He had in- 


deed no father, or mother, or brother, or ſiſter, 
or wife, or children, to attend him to the grave, 


and to ſhed upon it the tear of forrow. If there 
had been thoſe who were connected with him in 
theſe endearing ties, to attend his remains to the 
manſions of death, they would have had no rea- 
ſon 10 ſerrow as thoſe who are without hope, They 
might have found ſources of conſolation even 

in 
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| So | 
in ſo gloomy a ſcene. In reſpect to the righteous, 
the night of death is ſucceeded by a bright and 
a glorious morning. No conſolation, at the re- 
moval of our deareſt connections, who are tak- 
en from us into the world of ſpirits, like that 
which flows from a well founded hope, that they 
are admitted into the realms of bliſs—Other 
near relations, who eſteemed him as a brother, 
and loved him as a ſon, Mr. Wilſon has left 
behind him to lament his removal. In a letter 
which I have ſeen, in anſwer to one apprizing 
them of his danger, they exyreſs the moſt af- 
fectionate concern. May the Almighty ſupport 
them under this afflictive event of providence, 
and render it ſubſervient to their ſpiritual good ! 
T was dumb, ſaid the Pſalmiſt, 1 opened not my 
mouth becauſe Thea didſt it. We ſhould obſerve 
the hand of God in all afflictive diſpenſations. 
Aftiftion cometh not forth of the duſt, neither doth 
trouble ſpring out of the ground. And while we 
feel our afflictions as Men, we ſhould be reſigned 
to them as Chriſtians: ſor, whatever appear- 
ances may be, A1 the paths of the Lord are mer- 
cy and rruth. to uch as keep his covenant and his 
| 2 


Fr what hath been ſaid on this mournful 
occaſion, 1 would. | 
2 Iſt. Obſerve, 


nm 


— - ---- 
— IS EI : "= 
I : 
Ea 


2 0, — — — PAP a We 
FCC c I I I er yy ior or oe ye —— — 


— 


— F< z 


— On ms 


— 2 2 


ü- —¼— . — 


„ 
— — 


EE 2 © en te 22 ů — 


, 4 
, ' 
f | 
: 
1 
348 
1 
| 
1 1 
5 
U 
: 
FTTh: 1 
1 | 
i | 
£40 {? 
0 
3 
. 
ils, | 
£553 
+ 4! : 
2 1 
1 
i 
+ + 
| | 
gl + 
Figt 4 
 » 
17 
1 
3 
1 
1 
17 
} 
= © TY 
[ / 
| : 
4 
1 
, 
j 
TT 
+ 


bo» 
1 
i 


ſoul; and if we conſider too how many una- 
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happineſs we ſhall ſee ſufficient reaſon to ac- 
knowledge, that we have no time to trifle ; that 


have unhappily waſted the greater part of life 


ſpair ſhould have no place i in the preſent world. 
It belongs only to the regions of miſery; where 
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1ſt. Obſerve, that, as life is ſo ſhort and 
uncertain, we ſhould make the beſt improve- 
ment of our time. We ſhould be diligent in 
working out our ſalvation, We ſhould be dili- 
gent to be found of God in peace. If we con- 
ſider how much application is neceſſary to ſub- 
due the vicious inclinations of the heart, and to 
acquire and cultivate thoſe principles of virtue 
and religion, which are in the fight of God of 
great price, and eſſential to the felicity of the 


voidable hindrances we ſhall meet with, from a 
variety of cauſes, in the proſecution of our final 


life is ſhort enough for the ſucceſsful accompliſh- 
ment of ſo momentous a concern. 


{ 


I do not ſay this, to excite deſpair in thoſe who 


in a forgetfulneſs of God, and in a diſregard. to 
the intereſts of their ſouls. By no means. De- 


its dreadful aſpect deepens the gloom of hell, 
and heightens the horror of the victims of God's 

vengeance. While there is life, there is x: 8 
The day of grace is commenſurate with man's 
preſent exiſtence. And while the day of grace 
continues, ſalvation may be ſecured, 7 


As 


. 18-7 
As we read of thoſe, who entered early into 

God's vineyard ; ſo we read of thoſe, who did 
not enter into it until the eleventh hour, But it 
b-hoves thoſe, who have long neglected their 
everlaſting intereſt, to be active and diligent 
in the proſecution of it, that they may, as much 
as poſſible, redeem the time. And it behoves 
them alſo to be importunate with God'for the 
ſupplies of his ſpirit, to aſſiſt them (without 
which aſſiſtance their endeavours will be vain) 
in the purſuit of ſalvation and glory. 


The great work which God hath given us to 
do will not at any time, or at any age, ſafely 
admit of a delay, We ſhould not any of us give 
fleep to our eyes, or ſlumber to our eye-lids, 

*till we are prepared for the approach of death; 
that is, till wwe are reconciled unto Ged by the death 
of his Son; entitled, through his merits, to the 
bleſſings of heaven, and poſſeſſed of diſpoſitions 
neceſſary to their enjoyment. As we are uncertain 
what may be on the morrow, the concerns of our 
ſouls challenge our firſt and immediate regard. 
While theſe are unactended to, nothing hath been 
done, that can be juſtly denominated important 
and intereſting. Let us pray with the Pſalmiſt, 
Lord make us to know our end, and the meaſure of 
our days, what it is, thai we may know how frail we 
are. So teach us to number our days that we may 
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atply our hearts unto wiſdom! Let us catch the 


moments as they fly, and improve them to our 
ſpiritual and eternal good. | 


To waſte that time in idleneſs, or in vain, 
unprofitable, purſuirs, with the improvement of 
which the welfare of eternity is connected, 1s 


deſerving of the higheſt cenſure. It is eſpecially 


cenſurable in the old; but it is alſo cenſurable 
in the young, for the young, we have ſeen, as 
well as the old, are liable to the arreſt of death. 
Not only the fruits of autumn fall; but the 
flowers of the ſpring are cut down and wither. 


2dly, A confideration. of the ſhortneſs and\ | 


uncertainty of human life ſhould abate our ar- 


dour in the purſuit of the world. Why ſhould 


we be anxious about that which we muf# ſhortly 


leave; and which we may leave before the arri- 
val of another day? Why ſhould we labour ſo 
much for the meat that periſbeib? Why, as the 
prophet ſpeaks, ſhould we ſpend our money for that 
which is not bread, and our labour for that which 
fatisfieth not 2 Why ſhould we hazard our ever- 
laſting happineſs for the ſake of any temporal 
en joyments, however high in the general eſtima- 
tion of mankind ? What will theſe avail us, 
when death arrives? And perhaps death is at 
the door. He, who, for the ſake of the amuſe- 
ment 
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ment of an hour, ſhould ſubje& himſelf to pain, 
diſtreſs and beggary, all the remaining years of 
life, although protracted to threeſcore years and 
ten, or fourſcore years, would be a wiſe man, 
in compariſon of him who for the ſake of the 
world throws away his ſoul. 


gdly. In what extreme danger are 1mpeni- 
tent ſinners! They are every moment in dan- 
ger of being undone for ever. They are aſleep 
on the brink of ruin. There is but a ſtep between 
them and death, which will determine their ever- 
laſting ſtate. There is no work, nor device, nor 
knowledge, ncr wiſdom in the grave whither we are 
going, There is no day of grace beyond the 
limits of this life. The decree is irrevocably 
paſſed when this life is at an end. 


Athly. With what animation and earneſtneſs 
would the miniſters of religion preach ; and 
with what attention and ſeriouſneſs would wor- 
ſhipping aſſemblies hear, if the former were 
conſtantly to preach, and the latter to hear, 
under ſtrong ideas of the ſhortneſs and uncer- 
tainty of human life! Theſe ideas ſhould often 
be in our recollection. To fix them deep in the 
mind, they are frequently held up to our view 
in the writings of inſpiration, and in the diſpen- 
ſations of providence. Not only by his word, 
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but alſo by the diſpenſations of his providence, 
God hath been often calling our attention to 
them. Death hath been making its ravages a- 
mongſt us as a chriſtian ſociety. Since we aſ- 
ſembled here, ſome aged and venerable Saints, 
who were diſtinguiſhed ornaments to their reli- 
gious profeſſion, God hath taken from us into 
glory. The loſs of their pious example, their 
holy converſe, and their fervent prayers, we had 
reaſon to lament. The removal, however, of 
the aged, who were in the ſuburbs of death, and, 
by the eſtabliſned courſe of nature, candidates 
for the grave, is not ſo ſtriking and impreſſive as 


the removal of the young, who, according to 


human views, bid fair for a long continuance in 
the land of the living; and whoſe ſerious tem- 
pers, and upright and worthy characters, rendered 
their continuance deſirable as a bleſſing to the 
church and to the world. But to ſuch removals 
we have not been ſtrangers. An inſtance of this 
kind we have this day been lamenting. Loud 
is the voice of this affecting diſpenſation of di- 
vine providence. It is directed to all of us; but 
eſpecially to the young. It is a ſtriking proof of 
their mortality; and of the danger of theirdelay- 
ing to prepare for the everlaſting ſtate. Its langu- 
age is, Be ye ayo reidy, for in ſuch an hour as 
Je think not the ſen of man cometh, And it 
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we are ready, whether old or young, we need 
not be terrified at death's approach. He is then, 
in reſpect to us, a conquered enemy: for Jeſus 
Chriſt our Saviour hath taken from death its 
ſting. a 
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